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Signed:  

Chairman 

        Date:  

Meeting Opened at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. P. Beadle, Cllr. D. Bentley, Cllr. P. Chapman, Cllr. G. Foxton, Cllr. S. 
Hoyland, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm, Cllr R Baker and Mr D Gray. 

 
 

1. Members of the Public: A member of the public raised issues of parking again and also the footpath from 

the cattle market to Blakey Lane. 

 

2. Apologies for absence: received from Cllr Turner. 

 

3. Consideration of Co Opted Councillor application received: This application was supported verbally by 

Cllr Foxton. Cllr Foxton proposed Mr Gray be co opted to Sowerby Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Robson 

and approved unanimously. Mr Gray completed Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interest 

paperwork and joined the meeting. 

Resolved David Gray be co opted to role of Councillor at Sowerby Parish Council with immediate effect 

 

4. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 10th March 2016 approved and 

signed by the Chairman.  

 

5. NY Police Incident Report: N Warby attended the meeting and delivered an incident report from NY 

Police. Concerns were raised over a parked van on the grass verge at the junction with Blakey Lane and 

York Rd, causing a visual obstruction. 

Resolved PSCO Warby to pass concerns to police and monitor situation 

 

Cllr Austin advised that a letter was sent to the local Superintendent and has been advised that the best 

way for matters to be dealt with is to call 101 at the time of the incident and the Police will attend if they 

have sufficient manpower . A conversation followed re police staffing levels, Cllr Robson reiterated the 

strength of the relationship with the local Police and praised the work they have been doing with serious 

crime in the area. Concern was expressed at the lack of focus on smaller, local issues. 

Resolved Cllr Austin to write to Julia Mulligan making her aware of the concerns of Sowerby Parish 

Council  

 

6. Report from County Councillor Baker: Councillor Baker updated on footpath from cattlemarket, advising 

that this was being looked into. Also that sandbags and signage on Blakey Lane were being refreshed. 

Highways Area 2 had written to confirm that they would not be adding bollards to the grass verges but 

would continue to monitor the situation. The manhole cover on Blakey Lane is part of this monitoring. 

Cllr Baker also mentioned his ongoing support for the Lambert Hospital, Cllr Robson added that meetings 

had taken place at Hambleton District Council with Cllr Dadd, Julia Probert and Charles Parker and that 

the priority is  the care of residents in the area, focused around the Lambert Hospital. 

Cllr Hoyland asked Cllr Baker what his view was on academisation, Cllr Baker reassured the council that he 

would be taking full part in the discussions that would be forthcoming at NYCC. 
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        Date:  

7. Reports from District Councillors 

Cllr Bardon advised that planning had been granted to the Premier Inn at planning committee. Also a 

traffic survey was undertaken on 12th April in light of next phase in new development. 

Cllr Robson payed tribute to Tony Hall, who had sadly died, as he had been active in this area for many 

years and was a strong supporter of the Lambert Hospital. Condolences were passed to Cllr Hall’s family 

from Sowerby Parish Council. 

 

8. To discuss matters arising:  

a. Thirsk Swimming Pool remedial work is complete and the parking situation will be monitored by 

the pool staff. 

b. Horses are tethered on the land at Gravel Hole Lane. Cllr Robson advised that this is a district 

issue and not a police matter unless they escape onto the highway, HDC are dealing with the 

matter. 

c. The new bus service started last Monday and the figure of 8 minibus will be reviewed on 20th 
April. It is likely to be withdrawn as they are not allowed to be in conflict with another service 

d. Cllr Hoyland requested that Cllr Robson attend the next Library meeting as an increase in the rate 
bill could cause a financial issue to the charity. 

e. Barclays Bank have replied to the letter of complaint and have sent a gesture of £50 
compensation. 

f. Sowerby Parish Council are part of the pilot scheme from electronic planning however the Town 
Hall needs broadband and a projector. The cost will be shared between Sowerby Parish Council 
and Thirsk Town Council. Hambleton District Council Planning and IT departments will get 
together and organise the appropriate IT support. 

g. Cllrs Bardon and Beadle attended the parish liaison meeting with the Clerk. There were a number 
of matters discussed relating to the flooding at Christmas but the key area for Sowerby is to 
update the village emergency plan.  
Resolved the clerk to organise emergency plan documents from NYCC 

h. The pathway at the side of the Limes has been graveled.  Councillor Robson declared an interest 
in this. A donation from Abbeyfield was given to the Parish Council to cover some of the cost. A 
discussion took place about the estimate and actual cost and the difference between the two. 
The work was completed by one of our usual contractors therefore tender is not necessary 

i. The clerk reported that she had had a discussion with the citizens advice bureau there is no 
provision within the Thirsk and Sowerby area and no plans to put one in place a discussion 
followed in which different locations were suggested. 
Resolved clerk contact citizens advice bureau with suggestions of Meadowfields or the new 
library as locations where possible citizens advice bureau pop up consultations could take 
place 

 

9. Planning Applications 8a Decisions                                                                                                                    

   8b New Applications    see appendix i 

 

Cllr Robson advised that planning committee did not review Fox’s application because appropriate amendments 

had been made. Cllrs Beadle and Bardon declared an interest in the planning application for 24 Saxty Way. 

 

8:40pm Cllr Baker left the meeting 
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10. Financial Matters  

a. 9a Receipts and 9b Payments for approval, see appendix ii,  were agreed unanimously  

b. A discussion took place around audit requirements 2015/6  

Resolved that V Easby conduct an internal audit  

c. Discussed the Annual Governance Statement Section and Accounting Statement Section 2  

Resolved that these be signed  

 

11. To receive Correspondence for information see appendix ii 

 

12. New Agenda Items:   

a. Consider donation to Tour de Yorkshire - A letter was received asking for a donation from Thirsk 

Town Council for the Tour de Yorkshire. This will benefit the community as a whole with tourism 

and community activities. Councillor Austin proposed £100 Cllr Robson seconded and it was 

agreed unanimously. 

 Resolved Sowerby Parish Council donate £100 to support Thirsk Tour de Yorkshire activities 

b. Clerk Pension Arrangements  

In line with government guidelines  the council has been looking into providing a pension for the 

Clerk. Previously a Clerk was provided with a gratuity of  £500 per year which accumulated and 

was paid as a lump sum when they left the role - this is no longer legally allowed. The clerk 

advised the council following a discussion with Cummings Young accountants that the pension 

provision could be put in place for a small administration fee. Cllr Austin proposed that the Parish 

Council contribute equivalent of £500 per annum to the Clerk's pension scheme, this was 

seconded by Councillor Robson and agreed unanimously. 

Resolved Clerk to put in motion workplace pension using Cummings Young Accountants to 
administer to this 

 

13. To receive Reports from Sub Committees 

a. Cllr Hoyland fed back from the train users group concerns regarding connectivity parking and 

access will be addressed throughout the new franchise agreement there will be some public 

consultation as the group is looking to establish what additional services may be required. 

b. Cllrs Bentley and Foxton fed back from the town hall meetings, a copy of this report is attached 

to the minutes. 

c. The Swimming Pool Charity members have inspected the pool since refurbishment and it is 

looking more modern and fresh. Issues of cleanliness have been addressed. 

  
14. Any other business, which may legally be discussed 

Councillor Beadle advised council that Tesco held a community evening looking at what they can do to 

help projects in the community use of manpower they have available. There is also invitation for 

communities to have a stall in the store will use the store for advertising purposes.  Cllr Beadle will 

provide the clerk with email details of the coordinator in Tesco and this will be available to the public. 

 
Date of next meeting:  Thursday 12th May  2016, 7.30pm 

 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
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Appendix i Planning 

 
 
Decisions        SPC Comments  Decision  

 
15/02411/LBC Listed Building Consent for a satellite dish to the rear  Wish to see approved Granted 
  Rural Arts  The Old Courthouse  

 
16/00297/CAT Proposed works to trees in a Conservation Area   Wish to see approved Granted 

Mr M Shakespeare 182 Front Street  

 
15/02732/FUL Change of use, alteration and installation of rooflights  

and formation of vehicular access  
CC Dent Fox's 18-20 Chapel Street     Wish to see refused Granted 

 
 
    
Applications  
 
16/00588/TPO Works to a tree subject to Preservation Order  Wish to see approved  
  Mrs H Ashworth  46 Topcliffe Road, Sowerby 
 
16/00501/FUL Construction of replacement garden wall   Wish to see approved  
  Mr S Taylor  Milestone House, 107 Front Street 

 
16/00749/MRC  Proposed New Dwelling Condition Removed - obscured glass No views held 
  Mr M Smith  134 Front Street, Sowerby 

  
16/00774/FUL Rear Conservatory     Wish to see approved  
  Mr Greaves  25 Railway Terrace, Sowerby 

  
16/00420/FUL Replacement of 5 PVC windows with wooden sash windows Wish to see approved  

Mr D Whitfield  18 Mowbray Place, Sowerby  

  
16/00542/FUL Replacement Front Door     Wish to see approved  
  Mr H Hudson  17 Front Street, Sowerby 

  
16/00541/FUL Alteration to existing dwelling and two storey extension Wish to see approved  
  Mrs S Colley  24 Saxty Way, Sowerby 
  
16/00577/FUL Loft Conversion and formation of dormer windows  Wish to see approved  

Ms C Dawson  23B Back Lane, Sowerby   
 
16/00516/FUL Replacement of 2 front windows    Wish to see approved  
  Mrs H Billanie  43 Front Street, Sowerby  
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Appendix ii 

Balances 

Community Account as 31st March 2016                                       £  94,160.24 

Business Saver Account Balance as 31st March 2016                             £    9,040.09 

  

Receipts      Complaint Compensation Barclays     £         50.00 

Interest          £  1.13 

  

Payments       Chq No  £  VAT               

21.03.2016 Flowers S Richardson                     28.50 

 

01.04.2016  Office Rent           312.00 

Standing Order Payment 

 

14.04.2016 SGS        3070.00 614.00 

  Jan/Feb/March Quarterly Charge - Contract  

 

14.04.2016 R & DM Milka & P Bardon         22.00   

  Office Water Charges 

 

14.04.2016 New Additions Timber      1308.34 261.66  

Town Hall Front Door  

 

14.04. 2016 BT              68.80   13.76 

 

14.04.2016 Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall          56.10 

  Meeting Room Hire 

 

14.04.2016 C M A Little Stamps            7.56 

   

14.04.2016 SGS           462.50   92.50 

  Additional Work - salting/spraying/tree removal 

 

14.04.2016 Miles Bainbridge      1075.00  

  Gravel Paths off Sowerby Road  

 

15.04.2016 C M A Little                                                                                  

Clerk’s Salary Bank Transfer      643.50 

         

 Also To Approve : DDM for ICO - Data Protection Registration      £35.00 pa  
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Appendix iii Correspondence  

 

Hambleton Business awards  

 

Barclays response to complaint  

 

Herriot Hospice Raffle  

 

Police and Crime Commissioner Election  

 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting Thirsk & Sowerby Town Hall Management Committee 

 

Section 137 Information about spend per capita  

 

Sutton Bank Closure 19th April, essential maintenance  

 

Urban Highway Grass Cutting 2016 
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Appendix iv 

 

Town Hall Report – 14th March 2016 

·         Office Doors fitted by 21st March and invoice issued by New Addition. 

·         Notification has been received from Conservative Club of an increase in the monthly parking charged 

payable from £130 to £140 per month from 1st February 2016. 

·         Following consideration of several costed options the committee opted for a rise in hire charges of 

1.5% from 1st April. Notification to be made to regular hirers with March invoices. Increase is same % as 

April 2015. 

·         There was a discussion about the benefits of obtaining Wi Fi access both for hirers and so that both 

Parish Councils could use the on-line Planning Portal. Telecom Yorkshire to provide details of a potential 

package and costs. Cllr Robson indicated that Hambleton District Council could also advise in this 

matter. The suggestion was that any white board system should be set up in the main annexe. 

  

Town Hall Report – 11th April 2016 

·         No further progress on Wi Fi access and whiteboard provision. Cllr Robson reminded the committee 

that there were several issues involved which had to be sorted at the same time I.E. Wi Fi provision and 

hardware provision and that one could not move without the other. 

·         Hirers notified of hire charge increase had not commented and there seems to be acceptance of the 

rate of increase. 

·         It was agreed that the main foyer and staircase required decoration. Two quotes to be sought from 

local decorators. 

·         New Caretaker has successfully completed his probationary period of three months. 

·         As part of the annual salary review it was agreed that The Caretakers remuneration would be reviewed 

on completion of six months service, the rate of pay of the cleaner would be increased in line with the 

living wage from 1st April. The Secretary again waived any potential increase. 

·         Committee is still waiting for a date from New Addition for the commencement of the work to replace 

windows. It was noted that to conform with the grant terms work had to be begun in August at the 

latest. 

·         The committee has been informed by Hambleton District Council that it must re-apply for discretionary 

rate relief for the year commencing 1st April 2017.    

 


